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Universal Generalizations Unit Understandings 

 Student-Friendly TEKS Topics/Content 

Sometimes doing the right thing is 
harder to do than first expected. 

The Jacksonians promoted political, social, and 
economic democracy, but were not always 
successful 
 
Concepts: Am. diversity, politics and citizenship, 
economic transformation, reform 

I can explain more examples of success than 
failures in the areas of political equality, social 
equality, and economic opportunity during the 
Jackson Era. 

1. Jacksonian democracy and its successes and 
limitations 

2. Emergence of the second party system 
3. Corrupt bargain 

    
Sometimes it is hard to share 
control between equals 

Jacksonian attempts to safeguard economic 
opportunity had to be balanced against the need 
for national unity. 
 
Concepts: politics and citizenship, reform, 
economic transformation, Am identity,  

I can explain how sectionalism begins to overtake 
nationalism. 

1. Sectionalism 
2. Bank War 
3. Tariff Controversy 
4. Federal authority and its opponents 
5. States’ Rights 

    
Minority rights and needs are often 
destroyed or neglected in the 
interest of the majority. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Jacksonians failed to protect the individual 
liberty of Native American in favor of the rights o 
the states and the white majority 
 
Concepts: Am diversity, culture, demographic 
changes, politics & citizenship 

I can explain how Jackson’s personal beliefs 
outweighed the decisions of the Supreme Court 
resulting in the Trail of Tears. 

Indian Policy 
1. Forced Indian Removal of Am. Indians to West 

Mississippi 
2. Court Intervention 
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Change is necessary when values 
shift. 

Changes in education, religion, and philosophical 
ideals lead to the rise of experimental societies, 
new religions, and other social reform 
movements. 
 
Concepts: reforms, religion, slavery and its 
legacy in NA, Am diversity, Am culture.  

I can explain how changes in education, religion, 
and thought were applied to experimental 
societies, new religions, temperance, abolitionism, 
and women’s rights and others. 

1. Social reforms: Evangelical Protestant revivalism, 
Transcendentalism & utopian communities 

    
Success sometimes has 
drawbacks. 

America successfully achieved Manifest Destiny 
through a variety of methods, some of which led 
to division and war. 
 
Concepts: Am diversity, identity, culture, 
demographic changes, economic transformation, 
environment, globalization, politics & citizenship, 
slavery and its legacy in NA, war & diplomacy. 

I can define, describe, and sequence the 
achievements of Manifest Destiny that defined our 
continental borders and increased sectionalism. 

2. Territorial expansion (manifest destiny) & sectionalism 
3. Western migration and cultural interactions 
4. Territorial acquisitions 
 

 
Sometimes self-interest overrides 
values. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Economic demands, including slavery, were the 
underlying basis for the Annexation of Texas and 
the War with Mexico. 
 
Concepts: demographic changes, environment, 
war & diplomacy, slavery and its legacy in NA, 
economic transformations, culture, Am identity, 
diversity, politics & citizenship, globalization. 

I can explain how sectional issues, economic 
demands, and American ideals led to the 
annexation of Texas and a war with Mexico, 
resulting in major territorial gains for the US. 

5. Texas & Mexico 
6. Territorial acquisitions 
7. Early US imperialism: The Mexican War 

    
To be successful, you must have a 
strong foundation. 
 
 

Expansion into new territories required the 
development of improved transportation and 
communication. 
 

I can explain how development of technology and 
resources led to advances in transportation and 
communication, which increased the economy. 

8. Infrastructure & economic development 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Concepts: economic transformations, 
environment, demographic changes, 
globalization. 

    
Unique identity develops out of a 
collection of experiences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Western expansion, nationalism, and economic 
opportunities led to the rise of the middle class, 
increased democracy and the spirit of reform, 
and was reflected in the art and literature of the 
period. 
 
Concepts: Culture, Am identity, diversity, reform, 
politics & citizenship, religion. 

I can describe how art and literature reflected 
Manifest Destiny, nationalism, and reform 
movements. 

9. Creation of  a unique American culture 
10. American Renaissance: literary & artistic expression. 
11. Ideals of Domesticity 
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Lasting compromise cannot be 
achieved between extreme views. 

Sectional positions and political factions could 
not peacefully resolve the underlying issue of 
slavery. 
 
 Concepts:  diversity, identity, economic 
transformations, environment, politics & 
citizenship, reform, religion, slavery 
 

I can explain how a series of failed compromises 
and a lack of leadership eventually escalated into 
war. 

Disunion 1850-1860 
1. Pro/Anti slavery arguments & conflicts 
2. Compromise of 1850 & popular sovereignty 
3. Kansas-Nebraska Act and the emergence of the 

Republican Party 
4. Abraham Lincoln and the election of 1860 and 

Secession. 

    
Motivation alone, without ability 
and access to resources, will not 
achieve success.  

Economic strength and diplomatic superiority of 
the North overcame the advanced military 
leadership and strategies of the South during the 
Civil War. 
 
Concepts: war & diplomacy, slavery & its legacy 
in NA, reform, politics & citizenship, diversity, 
culture, economic transformation, environment 
 

I can explain the advantages and disadvantages 
of both the North and the South during the Civil 
War and how those contributed to the outcome of 
the war. 

Civil War 1861-1865 
1. 2 societies at war: mobilization, resources, & internal 

dissent 
2. Military strategies and foreign diplomacy 
3. Emancipation & the role of African Americans in the 

war 



 
    

Self-interests can interfere with 
achieving goals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconstruction resolved the Constitutional 
issues of states’ rights, supremacy, and slavery, 
but failed to resolve the position of African 
Americans in American society. 
 
Concepts: politics & citizenship, demographic 
changes, identity, diversity, economic 
transformation, globalization, reform, slavery & 
its legacy in NA, war & diplomacy 

I can explain the difference between Presidential 
and Radical Reconstruction; the role of African 
Americans; the immediate and long-term effects 
of the CW and Reconstruction on the North South 
and West; the impact of state governments and 
the Compromise of 1877 on Reconstruction. 

Reconstruction 1865-1877 
1. Social, political, & economic effects of war in the North, 

South, & West. 
2. Presidential & Radical Reconstruction 
3. Southern state governments: aspirations, 

achievements, failures 
4. Role of African Americans in politics, education, & the 

economy 
5. Compromise of 1877 
6. Impact of Reconstruction 

 


